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A 
huge welcome from us all to Lincoln 
Cathedral for this very unique event. 
The whole Piano Portraits musical 
experience was one of the most 
memorable I have had for years 

and mid-way through the second leg of the tour, 
I decided that I really would like it filmed and 
recorded as a lasting memory, and to be honest, for 
my benefit as much as anybody else’s!

From the outset I was lucky enough to have 
a great team around me with my friends from 
Universal, Erik Jordan and his talent as a recording 
engineer, Andrew Giller and his wonderful 
Steinway Model D at The Granary, Brian Lane 
and his management team, Stuart Galbraith and 
Kilimanjaro as promoters and Joe Baxter doing 
PR. Add to this Val Potter who tour managed and 
Rob Ayling who arranged all of the wide-ranging 
merchandise and came out on the road with his 
lady Sandy and son Hunter and you have a dream 
team.

Recording the album was a joy. Smiles every 
day from all concerned. The artwork was so 
perfect it just wasn’t true and the tours were full 
of joy wherever we went with wonderful audiences 
everywhere. Perhaps you can understand why I 
wanted to try and capture Piano Portraits somehow 
forever.

I looked at various venues to record a concert, 
but from experience knew how distracting it could 
be from the actual performance and so decided 
on doing everything under filming and recording 
conditions, and that is what you are going to see 
tonight. We chose Lincoln Cathedral as it is so 
beautiful and I have recorded the organ there some 
years ago and found everybody there so welcoming. 
A date was secured and then we started putting the 
plan into action.

First off, and for me probably the most 
important, was to secure the hire of the famous 
Steinway Grand from Andrew Giller, and once that 
was ticked off we carefully selected the film crew 
who we knew would be sympathetic to what we were 
trying to achieve. Erik Jordan was placed in charge 
of the sound recording of course and then a plan of 
how the day would be structured was put into place.

The end product will have around 14 pieces in 
total, which means a few bonus tracks will be added.

The bonus for all of you attending will be that 
the chances are you will hear some of the pieces 
more than once, as for various reasons, (filming 
problems, recording errors  and definitely a certain 
piano player making mistakes), retakes will be 
necessary).

I won’t be telling the usual stories between the 
pieces but instead will be doing Q & A sessions. All 
the introductions for the music will be recorded 
separately seated somewhere within the beautiful 
cathedral.

This way we will get a very different live 
performance and not just shots of me sitting at the 
piano grinning like a Cheshire cat!

I have always wanted to film this way and so I 
am so pleased that it has finally come to fruition 
with Piano Portraits. I hope you enjoy both the 
making of and the eventual finished article.PH
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We chose Lincoln 
Cathedral as it is so 
beautiful... everybody 
there is so welcoming
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A HISTORY 
OF LINCOLN 
CATHEDRAL 

1072
BISHOP REMIGIUS STARTS WORK 
ON THE CATHEDRAL.

1092
LINCOLN CATHEDRAL IS CONSECRATED.

1092
BISHOP REMIGIUS PASSES AWAY.

1124
LINCOLN CATHEDRAL IS 
RAVAGED BY A GREAT FIRE. 

1185
AN EARTHQUAKE CAUSES DAMAGE. 
The Cathedral was partially destroyed by 
an earthquake, leaving only the West Front 
which can still be seen today. There were also 
smaller earthquakes in 1990 and 2008, but 
these only shook the Cathedral slightly.

1186
HUGH OF AVALON ACCEPTS POST. 
Hugh becomes the Bishop of Lincoln 
and begins to organise the rebuild of the 
Cathedral after the shock earthquake.

1192
THE MORNING CHAPEL BUILD BEGINS.

1200
BISHOP HUGH PASSES AWAY. 
On the 17 November, Bishop Hugh of 
Lincoln passes away in his mid seventies 

as the result of an unknown illness.

1220
THE CHAPTER HOUSE BUILD BEGINS.
Bishop Hugh is canonised as a saint. The Dean’s 
Eye window is installed. Between 1220 and 1235, 
the Dean’s Eye window is installed and faces 
the north where it was believed that evil came 
from. It is said to tell of the last judgement.

1237
THE CENTRAL TOWER COLLAPSES.  
This is thought to be due to most of the work on 
the building of the Cathedral being experimental.

1250
THE GALILEE PORCH IS BUILT. This was 
built for a more regal entrance for the Bishop’s 
ceremonial procession. The name ‘Galilee’ comes 
from the phrase ‘go before you into Galilee’ which 
was used in the Holy Week ceremonial procession.

1255
THE PETITION TO EXTEND LINCOLN 
CATHEDRAL IS AGREED. Henry III 
approves a petition by the Dean and Chapter 
to take down part of the Roman city wall 
in order to extend the Cathedral.

1256
THE BUILDING OF THE ANGEL CHOIR 
BEGINS. After the license was granted, 
the build began. It was eventually finished 
in 1280, ready for its dedication.

1280
THE DEDICATION OF THE ANGEL CHOIR.

1295
CATHEDRAL CLOISTERS ARE BUILT. 
The Cloisters were never necessary but 
nevertheless were built in 1295.
Continues over...
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Continues over...

1300
THE PARAPETS AROUND THE 
ROOF ARE ADDED.
During the 14th century, the parapets 
were added but there are no records to 
indicate a definitive date for this.

1311
THE CENTRAL TOWER IS REPLACED. 
Replaced with a tower and a spire, it made Lincoln 
Cathedral the tallest building in the world for 
238 years, at 160m! It was completed in 1311.

1330
THE ‘APPRENTICE WALL’ IS CREATED.  
The screen wall of the Choristers’ Vestry is also 
known as the ‘Apprentice Wall’ by some. It is believed 
that the apprentice stonemasons carved the panels on 
this wall but there is no concrete evidence for this.

1330
THE SLYPE IS BUILT. The Slype is the 
enclosed passageway that joins the main 
body of the Cathedral to the Cloisters and the 
Chapter House. The doorway to the north 
east transept did not fit within the passageway 
originally, so another arch was built.

1365
THE MISERICORDS ARE INSTALLED. Also 
known as ‘Mercy Seats’, the Misericords were 
designed to aid the old and frail by making it 
appear as though they were standing when in 
fact they were sat down rested during a service. 

1420
THE WESTERN TOWERS ARE 
RAISED BY 200 FEET. This was due 
to the addition of two belfries.

1422
THE MEDIEVAL LIBRARY IS BUILT.

1548
THE CENTRAL TOWER SPIRE IS BLOWN 
DOWN. A raging storm caused the Central Tower 
spire to collapse and destroy a large section of 
the north east transept roof in the process.

1644
CROMWELL’S FORCES CAUSE DAMAGE TO 
LINCOLN CATHEDRAL. During the English 
Civil War, Cromwell and his men caused damage 
to the Cathedral during their siege on Lincoln.

1660
HONYWOOD IS INSTALLED AS 
DEAN OF LINCOLN CATHEDRAL.

1674
THE WREN LIBRARY BUILD BEGINS. 
The building of the Wren Library, 
designed by Sir Christopher Wren.

1674
PART OF THE CLOISTERS IS DEMOLISHED.
The Cloisters were described as ‘ruinous’, 
and so were partially demolished in order to 
make space for the Wren library instead.

1761
THE ROOF OF THE CHAPTER HOUSE 
IS REDESIGNED. As the roof was described 
as ‘greatly decayed’, it was reduced by James 
Essex to a design which resembled a helmet. 
However, the original design was reintroduced 
in 1800, this time with new timber frames.

1789
PART OF THE MEDIEVAL LIBRARY IS 
REMOVED. Part of the Medieval Library 
extending over the Cloister was removed, perhaps 
due to the extra weight causing structural problems.
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1807
THE WEST TOWER SPIRES ARE 
REMOVED. In 1724, James Gibbs advised that 
the spires be removed due to these structural 
problems. This advice was not taken up until 
1807, after the people of Lincoln rioted.

1834
THE ‘GREAT TOM’ BELL IS LIFTED 
INTO THE CENTRAL TOWER.

1880
TWO MORE BELLS ARE ADDED TO 
THE CENTRAL TOWER. An additional 
two bells were given by Mrs Seeley and Mr 
Nathaniel Clayton, which served the purpose 
of ringing every quarter of an hour.

1898
THE FATHER WILLIS ORGAN IS INSTALLED.

1914
THE RINGERS’ CHAPEL IS RESTORED.

1914
THE SOLDIERS’ CHAPEL IS ALLOTTED 
SPACE IN THE CATHEDRAL. ll the memorials 
to soldiers placed within the Cathedral were 
moved to the Chapel, and this project was 
supported by a public subscription.

1923
THE SEAMEN’S CHAPEL IS RESTORED 
AND REDEDICATED. The Chapel was further 
refurbished in 1951 with various new items of 
furniture. A few years later, four long kneelers were 
designed and placed within the Chapel in 1963.

1935
THE ANGEL CHOIR ENCOUNTERS 
STRUCTURAL PROBLEMS. In May 1935, 

pieces of stone began to crumble and fall 
from the vault of the Angel Choir. When 
examined further, the vault was found to 
be opening up and moving outwards.

1949
THE AIRMEN’S CHAPEL IS REFURBISHED. 
Memorial Books of No.1 and No.5 Groups Bomber 
Command were placed in the Chapel in 1949 also, 
which contained no fewer than 21,000 names.

1960
THE TREASURY IS ESTABLISHED.

1998
THE 100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE FATHER 
WILLIS ORGAN. To celebrate this, the organ was 
further restored, funded by an Organ Appeal.

2005
FILMING FOR THE DA VINCI CODE. 
The final scenes of the film were shot 
within the Chapter House.

2007
FILMING FOR THE YOUNG VICTORIA. 
Scenes shot at the Cathedral taking place over 
the months of September and October.

2012
RECONSTRUCTION WORK BEGINS 
ON THE NORTH WEST TURRET.

2014
THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
STATUE IS INSTALLED.

2015
LINCOLN CATHEDRAL CONNECTED 
TEAM ARE EARMARKED £12.4 MILLION 
BY THE HERITAGE LOTTERY FUND.
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OLDHAM CATS
Oldham Cats is a UK registered charity dedicated 
to rescuing and re-homing stray, abandoned and 
unwanted cats and kittens. We have been helping 
cats in and around the Oldham, Rochdale and 
Middleton areas of Greater Manchester, England 
since 1995 and gained our charity registration in 
October of the following year. Since 1998 we have 
been based at our rescue in Middleton. We find 
homes for hundreds of homeless and abandoned 
cats and kittens every year, and we need your help 
to continue to do so.  

We are a non-profit, totally volunteer run 
organisation and rely entirely on the support of our 
loyal volunteers, fundraisers and supporters.

We often get asked why we put so much work 
into rescuing and looking after cats and the only 
answer is… because we care. Our dedicated team 
work seven days a week, 365 days a year ensuring 
the cats and kittens in our care are getting the best 
possible attention. Making a donation no matter 
how small will help provide much-needed funds 
towards food, medicines and veterinary care. 

www.oldhamcats.co.uk

FELINE CARE
Our purpose built Cat Rescue Centre is set in three 
acres of rural and tranquil cat paradise!

We offer all our cats a loving home with the 
hope of finding them their very own ‘forever’ home.

At Feline Care we are not afraid to take 
on more difficult cases and pride ourselves on our 
therapeutic work with feral and nervous cats.  

The main facility comprises large communal 
living areas and is uPVC double-glazed with 

under floor heating. We also have a well equipped 
Intensive Care Unit for poorly cats and nervous 
cats who require special handling. Our Jellicle 
pens give feral cats a secure temporary home while 
recovering from their operations as part of our 
‘neuter and return’ scheme.

As part of our dedication to the happiness of 
our residents we rely almost entirely on volunteers. 
This guarantees that every person working with the 
cats is here because they love them thus ensuring 
big purrs all round. We always have room for more 
volunteers so please get in touch if you have a spare 
morning to donate... cats can never have enough 
cuddles!

Please enjoy browsing our website and please 
let us know if you have any comments or queries.

www.felinecare.org.uk

FRIENDS OF THE 
ANIMALS
Was then the second floor flat of its founder, Helen 
Sinclair. For twenty seven years we have been 
improving the lives of Animals from Burnley to the 
Isle of Wight and from Norfolk to Wales. Our aims 
are to:
n �Offer a subsidised Spaying and Neutering 

scheme, 
n To rehome animals that come into our care.
n �To support 460+ animals at a Sanctuary in the 

Midlands.
n �To give educational talks on the care of pets
n �To offer support for members of the public in the 

care of their pets.
n �We have also: Spayed / Neutered more than 

34,000 animals
n �Rehomed over 8,800 animals
n �And we provide veterinary treatment for almost 

4,000 animals EVERY year.

http://friendsoftheanimals.co.uk

Please 
support 
these 
charities: 
Rick is a long-standing 
patron of these three 
animal charities. 
Your help and support 
would also be greatly 
appreciated.
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SPECIAL THANKS TO...
FILM CREW: Tony Sims – Camera
Henry Coleman – Camera
Leigh Tarrant – Video Producer
Chris Rigby – Jib
Lewis Cater – Jib

ADDITIONAL CREW HELP: Malcolm Welch
POST PRODUCTION: Skooch Media, East Sussex
SOUND: Erik Jordan
LIGHTING: RSM Technical

STEINWAY MODEL D: supplied by  
Andrew Giller

RRAW: Rob Ayling
MERCHANDISING: Rob Ayling and  
Sandy Huskisson
FOR THE CATHEDRAL: John G Campbell  
and his team
PHOTOGRAPHY: Lee Wilkinson,  
Clarke Nash, Rob Ayling
STAGE GRAPHICS: Quinstone UK
PROGRAMME DESIGN: Martin Robert Cook

Many thanks also to Rachel Wakeman for 
all her wonderful support.

MORE MASTERPIECES
from RICK WAKEMAN

TWO SIDES  
OF YES

Double CD set. The very 
best of Yes, Wakeman style

MFGZ013CD

THE STAGE 
COLLECTION

Recorded live in August 
1993 in Buenos Aires

MFGZ004CD

TIME MACHINE
Guest vocalists include John 

Parr, Tracey Ackerman, 
Ashley Holt, and Roy Wood 

MFGZ012CD

GASTANK
Double DVD set. Rick’s 

classic 1982 music  
and chat show

MFGZ020DVD

GOLÉ!
Soundtrack album 

featuring Tony Fernandez 
and Jackie McAuley

BC241-60

COUNTRY AIRS
The original recording, 

with two new tracks
MFGZ014CD

THE BURNING 
The original Soundtrack 

album, back in print at last!
MFGZ024CD 

LURE OF THE 
WILD

With Adam Wa keman. 
Entirely instrumental

MFGZ003CD

STARMUS
With Brian May and  

The English Rock 
Ensemble. DVD

MFGZ019DVD

MYTHS AND 
LEGENDS

Double CD set. The 
expanded 2016 version

MFGZ017CD

LIVE AT THE 
WINTERLAND 
THEATRE 1975
Live in San Francisco

MFGZ015CD

THE PHANTOM 
OF THE OPERA 

Double CD + DVD
MFGZ005CD

CAN YOU  
HEAR ME? 

Featuring The English 
Chamber Choir

HRHCD005

CRIMES OF 
PASSION 

A wicked and erotic 
soundtrack!
MFGZ018CD

BEYOND THE 
PLANETS

With Jeff Wayne and  
Kevin Peek

MFG009CD

Available from rickwakemansmusicemporium.com 
and all other good music retailers
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Bonnie Harris
Sean Barnes
Flavio Graciano
Ray Riethmeier
Brian Stanko
Robert Cooper
Brad Lauderman
Cesc Bosch Muntal
Bo Edstrom
Steve Barron
Akifumi Niwa
Ian Bolt
Eliot Taylor
Mr Nigel S Bunnett
Trevor Dolding
Tracy Hope
Christer Sjoborg
Michael Kimball
Ronald Amesbury
Shawn E Boyko
Darren Salisbury
Paul Gardiner
Makoto Mochizuki
Guy Martin
Christopher Davis
Johann Niedermeier
Cheryl L Colvin
Ronald Nesbitt
Steve Fagg
Andy Metcalfe
David Swanwick
Spencer Feigelis
Jonathan James
Fleischwaren 
Halbmayr
Stein Arne Ystheim
Russell Rhodes
Robert Potts
John Wyant
Michael Mccormick
Clive Griffiths
Marc Goffin
Alun Thomas
Pete Baines
Michael J Thompson
Valentin Vlasenko
Tony Powell
Kai Karkkainen
Bryan Curtis
Gregg Porter / 
Kuow-Fm
Mikhail Noskov
Mary Kotowski
James Bone
Jose Gonzalez Alonso
Peter Littlejohns
Huub Kruijntjens
Steve Maddocks
Kristian Sensini
Bob Waldren
Steven Hurowitz
Frank Johnson
Peter Sloth
Richard Ijams
H. Reiniers
Mr Adrian Jones
Paul Samuels
Martyn Lucas
Mr C M Brogan
Alistair Woods
Palle Henriksen
Kevin Martin
Simon Mara
Vladimir Khasanov
Philip Sirr
Colin Duncan
Keith Taylor
Sandra Miles
David Cook
Mr D J Cable
John Daniels
Danny Blake
Mathias Rapp
Wayne Wachhaus

Barry Grodsky
Robert Packard
David Steigbigel
Paul Burnett
Michael Shenfield
Dave Huntley
Andrea Rascher
Marco Von Der Nahmer
Ulrich Rapp
Michael Regan
Domingo Bauza Mari
Ted Canty
Tim Hughes
Pam Hyslop
Mr Paul Thompson
Miss Alison Hyslop
Frederick Scragg
Bill Sandalls
Mike Reindl
Colin Lorimer 
Ian Percival 
Tracy Starbuck
Haim Itzkovich
Kenneth Lamb
Karen Foxwell
Glyn Macbeth
Graeme Stewart
Haruhiko Ohtani
Anthony O’neill
Alex Taylor
Joseph Waskiewicz
Stefan Schiffmann
Dominique Bellenger
Ingo Andruschkewitsch
Gloria Moralez
David Harris
James Mcguire
Chris Hopkins
Jose Mancini
Neill Hoisington
Roland Debrunner
Steve Terrell
John Fazakerley
Vitaliano Leardi
Brigette Muller
Stephen Ormsby
Russell Hammond
Peter Moore
Phillip Bradley
Jeff Laufer
David Chapman
Eric Van Puffelen
William Ballan
Sandie Marney
David Sells
Mark Cunningham
Robert Cherson
Peter Bayliss
Bernie Howitt
Thomas Monument
Philip Lindsten
E Coggrave
Steven Powell
Doug Curran
Robert Snare
Susette Cooper
Ian Baldock
David Haslam
Yuko Tanaka
Steve Spearritt
Dave Greenwood
Guy Chevrier
Michael Papke
Dan Garber
Arnold Brandenburg
Ray Painter
Ken Ryan
K J Ryan
Neil Miller
Jennifer Savage
Peggy Burneka
Russell Roberts
Ron Olson
Christopher Elmes

Erik Samuelsen
Eric R. Doucet
Alan Stovold
Yukiko Sone
Andrew Bingham
Dave Davies
Lynn Maccoy
Paul Hanlon
Mr I Pearman
Elliott Stein
Naoyoshi Aoyama
Ian Stevenson
Martin Bogue
Ian Hartley
Ian Heath
Urban Gustafsson
L Hush
Alexandre Sierra
Ballarin Dave
Webb Mats
Sundin Kitabayashi
David Newton
Ronald Tolstra
Colin Paterson
Stephen Farrow
Bert Mol
Glenn Bagshaw
Frank Malone
Keith Smith
Forrest Shivers Jr
Alan Waddell
Peter Hall
P Robinson
Susan M Massey
James Mcelwee
Thomas F Finnegan
Andreas Thul
C. Scheepers
Darren Hightower
David Pinder
Helaine Grant
Mike Thorn
Jãrn Hovmand
Larsen John
Bethwaite Gary
Jamieson Deiudicibus 
Matthew J Goodman
Paul Adams
Jörg Merten
Michal Bauer
Mr David Jewell
Matt Deiu
Thilo Oster
Richard Schilder
Denise Williams
Jim Rochford
John Siaggas
Simon Stokes
Hirokuni Baba
Brad Elias
Jd Warrick
Roger Hiller
Andrew Houston
Keith Waye
Eric Prentice
Kenneth Jönsson
Chris Randles
Andrew Shurmer
Clifford Brown
Bernhard Schuh
David Grant
Mra Lovell
David Wright
Colin Noble
Bernhard Muenster
Cezar Cerqueira

Simon Temlett
Mark Roberts
Robert A Steel
Andrew Knightley
Tom Amlie
Ronald Downing
Paul Barber
Stephen C. Petrica
Nicholas Crompton
R G Tootell
Richard Friedrich
Antonio Buendía
Rainer Stuetzel
Michael Feeney
H W Kirby
Craig Mummert
Gary Derosa
David Baker
G J Scheuer
Lock Mcshane
Dr. Alexander Schmitt
Guy Archambault
William C. Smith
Colin Mclean
Steven Radley
Dv Buxton
Christopher J Holden
Alex Hill
Robin Blincowe
Ra Higginson
Melvyn Baber
Simon Hamstead
Steve Long
Steven A Biggs
Anne Corbin
Raymond Shapard
Mark A Baus
Trevor D Jones
D M Green
Patrick Mulloy
Andrea Bick
Corrina Nicholson
Pascal Lhermite
Duncan Scott
Clive Nutter
Christoph Kirstein
Mark Richardson
David Sellinger
S DChapman
S G Green
Fridrik Sigurdsson
Glen Nelson
A R Little
Chris Lord
Gary Swires
Steve Hancock  
Courier Network
Neil Allen
Cheryl Worsley
Robert Fuhr
Ian Grundy
J D Goree
Mr B A Magor
Anthony Smith
Bernhard Muenster
Mr Nicholas Foster
Steve Cutts
Chris Bowman
Patrick Segriff
Alistair Wallace
M G Buckley
Tom Van Cleemput
Tim Rice
Alan King
Reed Martin
C Wintle

Robert Snare
Timothy Cook
David Ling
Mr Brian L Morris
N J Seller
Thomas Zasciurinskas
T Vick
Juan-Manuel H Garcia
Paul Sycamore
Chris Law
Edgar Stephan
S D Hannaby
Peter Cumberworth
Idar Valkvae
Chris Klapheke
Bruce Ritzen
Cezary Jadykin
Sue Bumpous
John Geelan
Lamar A. Savage
Debbi Bly
Wendy Ward
Lane Robinson
Alasdair Dunsmuir
Michael E Shivvers
Val Enright
Kevin Todd
Mauro Di Marco
Zac Casperson
Mrs Linda C Turner
Mrs Susan A Dilk
Tadahiro Yamamoto
Joan Esteban
Mr Robert W
Farrell Robert
Mattiasich Stephanie
Smith Dorothea
Adams Ed Higgins 
Julia May Warren
Willie Wood
Craig Morell 
Wendy Petrillo 
Emily Power 
Mr Ian George
Rejean Lapointe
Kathy Horvath
Nicola Salters
Alan Waddington
Clive D Weston
Mike Craggs
Thorsten Moll
S D Gratrick
J Dring
Michael Buckley
Dai Hung-Chuan
Andy Harding
Shane Mckie
Mariko Michidoi
Samuel Glass Jr.
Mrs Paula M Kirkup
Gerard York
George Roberts
S J Creek
David New
Peter Challoner
M White
Edgar Stephan
Damian Tracey
S S Norman
M L Fentem
Salvador Rodriguez
Eric Lane
Robert A Steel
Neil Wilson
Michael Kowalski
David Dew
Gregory Crosley
Jane Pehlivan
Darren Salisbury
Peter Jones
Nigel Pritchard
Kevin Cunningham
Mark Longworth
Kenji Takeichi
James Wetenkamp
M D Williamson
Tim Hazeldine
Hagai Borenstein
Alastair Currie
Mr Ian George

Paul Spencer
Bethan Armstrong
Andrew Van Den Berg
Tatsurou Ueda
Mariano Martorano
Fabrizio Paganini
Earl Zona
Marc Troyan
Eric Lane
Tony ( Tones ) Earley
Stephen Leahey
Helen Prentice
Roger S Yee
Delost Cedric
Marc Crowhurst
Susan Gornall
Carol Gain-Stratton
Ikuyo Sato
William Thornton
Pa Smith
Gregory Smith
Mr T I Scowcroft
Richard Butler
Andre Hill
Margaret Clark
Kathy Horvath
Elizabeth C Williams
Keith G Hagger
Keri Nash
Chris Morrow
H. Eldon Wood
Floro Bisello
Graham Keen
Melanie Davies
Jerry Phillips
John Taylor
Graham Jarvis
Steve Hawes
Janet Alexander
Jim Morton
Joseph E Kelly
Takeharu Kodaki
Nigel Kavanagh Brown
Jeremy Weissenburger
Wolfgang Bucher
Stephen G Short
Geoffrey Bailie
David Farrar Obe
Steve Moran
Steve Croasdale
Martin Hayes
E Coggrave
Graham Jarvis
Mark Henry Bohan 
Adrian Hodges 
Pete Inchausti
Jean-Claude Burniaux
Ken Greenwell
Stephen Perry
Wolfram Ehrhardt
Raphael Fox

A BIG THANK YOU...
To all of the following Pledge Music supporters for supporting 
the recording and filming of Live Portraits. I hope you enjoy 
what we create together – Rick
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FOR THE LOVE OF PIANOS
There have been many pianos in Rick’s life and if 
the truth be known, he would still like to own all 
of them but for various reasons and circumstances 
throughout his life some were sold or ‘found new 
homes’.

Interestingly,  the piano that probably means 
the most to him, he still has. It was his father’s 
piano and the one that Rick learned to play on 
and eventually inherited after his father died in 
1980 and now has pride of place in his house 
having been fully restored by Andrew Giller at the 
Granary in Norfolk.

In 1970, after moving to a small terraced 
house in West Harrow he was given an upright 
piano by someone who was simply going to throw 
it in the skip. It was far from great and somewhat 
out of tune and in 1971 was replaced by a piano 
given to him by his manager Brian Lane, who 
discovered  it about to be thrown in a slip near his 
home. It was a stunning ebony carved Ronisch 
high upright and Rick loved this piano and 
indeed  a few key themes were written on it which 
appeared on later albums. These included the 
basis for Merlin the Magician and the song section 
in King Arthur after the fanfare opening section.

When Rick moved in 1972 the Ronisch was 
put into storage along with loads of other stuff 
belonging to Yes. Many years later when Rick went 
to retrieve the piano, it had gone. Rick has no 
recollection as to what happened to this piano but 
if anybody knows where his beautifully ornately 
carved black Ronisch is, he’d love to know.

In the house he moved to he put a baby grand 
piano bought from a junk shop in Windsor. It 
would stay in tune with itself but would not tune 
up to concert pitch. Rick can’t remember a make 
but said it certainly wasn’t a classic ...not when 
bought for £300 either even though that was six 
week’s worth of Yes wages back then!

He did write some iconic music on this 
instrument though including all the main 
thematic ideas for the Six Wives... album and also 
Journey to the Centre of the Earth.

The next house move came in 1975 and the 
piano was put into storage and replaced with a 
brand new Steinway Model D Steinway grand. It 
was on this piano that all the main themes for 

King Arthur were written plus those for White 
Rock and Lisztomania. The piano was sold to a 
Polish concert pianist in 1977 when Rick moved 
full time to Switzerland and we’re told is now in a 
house in South London.

In Switzerland he acquired a very old (1896) 
Bluthner aliquot grand piano which he had 
restored and much of Rhapsodies and Criminal 
Record were written on it.

In 1981, Rick found himself back in the UK 
and ‘pianoless’, until he came into contact with 
a donated unnamed piano make that really was 
on its last legs... but having said that, in 1982 
during the Falklands crisis, Rick wrote Gone But 
Not Forgotten ...which remains one of his most 
personally-loved piano composition.

Later in 1970, after moving house again, his 
touring Yamaha model B grand was moved into 
the house and amongst others,  the first major 
compositions written on it included The New 
Gospels and Country Airs.

THE PIANO MOVED WITH RICK TO THE ISLE 
of Man in 1987 and when Rick moved back to the 
UK in 2001, it was sold and now lives in the South 
of France.

What is important to note is that throughout 
all this time, his father’s Bechstein remained with 
him truly as part of the family.

When he finally moved to Norfolk, his father’s 
piano was sent for restoration and that left him 
pianoless once again, but his close friend Jim 
Davidson came to the rescue and gave him a 
beautiful Petrov grand piano which sits proudly in 
his studio and has been used to compose nearly all 
of his  recent work including the additional music 
for Journey to the Centre of the Earth and King 
Arthur as well as some of the initial arrangements 
for Piano Portraits along with the upright 
Bechstein.

Rick has also had a six foot Bluthner Grand 
that he rescued from Boston Gliderdrome fully 
restored and has the Bechstein seven foot six 
grand from the Priory in Lancaster that is also 
undergoing restoration.

After reading all this, it will therefore come as 
no surprise to know that the luxury item he took 
to the desert island in the radio show Desert Island 
Discs was indeed a piano.
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L O V E M U S I C

music by rick wakeman
released, as Rick always wanted on CD/DVD 

& limited edition Deluxe Box Set which includes extra rare collectibles

only available via
www.pledgemusic.com/projects/rick-wakeman-lisztomania

KEN RUSSELL’S

Starring

ROGER DALTRY
ringo starr rick wakemansara kestelman paul nicholas

ANIMALS ASIA
I was introduced to Animals Asia by Peter Egan 
back in 2011 and ever since then I’ve been in awe of 
the work Jill Robinson and her team do.

I can’t think of a crueller form of animal abuse 
than bear bile farming. Moon bears are confined for 
years in tiny cages, offering no moment of respite 
from excruciating pain, where they eventually die. 
Since they were cubs, they will have had crude, 
agonizing catheters in their abdomens and been 
kept in a perpetual state of hunger and dehydration 
to maximise bile production. The 11,200 bile bears 
in China and Vietnam must yearn for death, but 
Animals Asia offers them hope and have rescued 
around 600 bears to date. The bears are crushed 
in body and spirit and for the lucky ones that are 
rescued by Animals Asia, it can be a long road to 
recovery.  But Jill’s team has some of the best and 
most specialised bear vets in the world who use 
their tremendous skills and compassion to give 
tireless support and love to the bears. Piece by 
piece, they put the bears back together, physically 
and psychologically, and then provide safe 
sanctuary to them for the rest of their days.

I have always been proud to support the charity 
and it’s been such a pleasure to be able to help. I 
performed a concert for them in May 2016 and was 
left gobsmacked afterwards when Jill stood 
up and told me that my wife and I , 
(Rachel is also involved with Animals 
Asia), were now proud adopted parents 
of a Moon Bear!

We named him Cyril and the 
Animals Asia team worked tirelessly to 
bring him back to health and slowly but 
surely he started to improve , even growing 
blonde hair which was unheard of for a 
moon bear .

Just as Rachel and I were preparing to travel 
to China to see Cyril , we received the devastating 
news that because of his initial appalling and brutal 
treatment , he now had terminal liver cancer and a 
few days later we lost our beloved bear.

Towards the end, Cyril sought comfort in 
fresh and dried banana leaves and hessian sacks. 
He constructed a gorgeous nest and would gladly 
accept as much substrate we could offer him. He 
stopped eating everything but pumpkin and all 
things sweet. He loved watermelon, sugar cane, 
condensed milk and pumpkin ice blocks. He would 
gladly accept the extra pieces of pumpkin that other 
bears refused. The team took such wonderful care 
of him until his end.

Cyril was buried by a small group of loving 
people from both Chengdu and Nanning. He was 
covered in a blanket of hessian sacks, dried banana 
leaves, pumpkin, condensed milk and watermelon.

We planted a banana tree sapling there so he 
will have an endless supply of substrates to take 
with him. RIP Cyril. 

RICK WAKEMAN
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He loved watermelon, 
sugar cane, condensed 
milk and pumpkin 
ice blocks

Cyril the Moon Bear



“A moment of calm, in a world of chaos”

The new album everybody’s talking about:
“…this album paints a very vivid, lush landscape for the listener to explore” – Classic FM

 “Grumpy old progger Rick Wakeman might be 67, but that doesn’t 
mean he has any plans to slow down” – Classic Rock

 “He’s really quite good when he wants to be.” – Mojo HHH

 “Simultaneously pleasant to listen to and artistically interesting” – Music OMH

 “An album of elegance and poise” –HHHH review Daily Mail.

 Though he’s one of TV’s Grumpy Old Men, this is a joy. – HHHH review The Sun

Available now from rickwakemansmusicemporium.com 
 and all other good music retailers


