


SANTA’S (SURPRISING) ORIGINS 

H
e is loveable, 
congenial, giving 
and jolly. What’s 
more he knows 
everything, as any 

child will readily testify. He 
is a colorful old man, whose 
visits are eagerly awaited by 
millions of children each year 
and who, for a little while, 
makes the world a much 
happier place. Is Santa Claus 
a good influence on children, 
or a bad influence whose 
image merely commercializes 
Christmas and who takes the reason 
out of the season, as some charge? 

Where did Santa come from? 
It will surprise many to learn that 
Santa Claus (as we know him 
today) came out of the church 
itself through the charity of a very 
devout and caring priest. 

NOW BEAR IN MIND THAT THIS IS A TRUE, 
historically documented account. Approximately 
200 years after the birth of Christ, a meeting of the 
elders of a little catholic church in Myra, Turkey had 
just been called to order. They needed to appoint a 
bishop but no fitting candidate could be found. So 
great was the need that they decided to pray. Out at 
sea, a ship battled a raging storm. 

The crew valiantly fought to keep it afloat. 
Trunks were being thrown overboard to lighten the 
load as frightened passengers held onto whatever 
they could to keep from being swept overboard 
while others huddled in their cabins. 

The ravaging waves tore some wood from the 
sides of the ship. “Nicholas...NICHOLAS!” someone 
yelled frantically. It had been noised about that 

a man named Nicholas, who was 
known to be a man of God, was on 
board. Out of a cabin, in response 
to the call, came a man with a long 
white beard. Holding on to the rail 
of the tossing ship, he began to pray 
for the storm to cease. As he prayed 
he lifted his hands heavenward. 
Miraculously, the storm calmed. 
The crippled ship drifted into the 
harbor of Myra. 

The elders of the little catholic 
church in Myra suddenly 
stopped in the midst 
of their intense prayer, 
opened their eyes and 
looked around at each 
other, startled at a message 
from God that had come to 
each of them in the form of a 
vision; they were to appoint 
as their bishop, the first man 
named Nicholas who would, 

within the hour, enter the church to pray. As the 
leaning ship hobbled into the port and was docked, 
Nicholas disembarked and made his way into the 
village to seek a church. 

He wanted to give thanks to God for His 
intervention during the storm that could have killed 
everyone on board. Finding the church, he eagerly 
approached it. The heads of the elders turned toward 
the door as it slowly opened. The stately man with 
the snow-white beard entered, and, focused on the 
altar, made his way down to the front and knelt in a 
prayer of thanksgiving. As he rose to leave the elders 
approached him. “What is your name?” asked one. 
“Nicholas.” was the reply. “God has sent you to us to 
be our new bishop,” said another. The group joyfully 

Continues over...
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fitted the surprised Nicholas with a 
long red priestly robe and miter. 

Nicholas quickly became known 
as, “The Bishop of Miracles,” because 
of so many spectacular answers to 
his prayers. Unlike most priests, 
Bishop Nicholas was wealthy 
through family inheritance. 

In his mind, wealth came from 
God and belonged to God. The 
very reason for his existence was 
to serve God. And that is how he 
lived his life. Nicholas became 
increasingly concerned 
about a custom in Turkey. 
If little girls did not have a 
dowry so that they could 
marry, they would be sold 
into slavery, which included 
prostitution. Bishop 
Nicholas had given away 
most of his own fortune so 
he went about and managed 
to collect gold from admirers. On December 6th, 
under cover of darkness, he wrapped the gold coins 
in several little bags and visited each home that 
had a daughter without a dowry, dropping a bag of 
gold through the windows of each, which landed 
on the hearth where the little girl’s clothes would 
be drying. When the gold was discovered the next 
morning, the family rejoiced. Their little daughters 
were saved from slavery. 

NICHOLAS CONTINUED WHAT WAS TO
become an annual tradition. Nobody knew the 
identity of the mysterious benefactor who would 
slip around the village on that date each year. On 
one such night, as Nicholas put his arm through the 
window to drop the bag of gold, instead of it landing 
on the hearth, the bag fell into a stocking that was 
hanging in front of the fireplace to dry. It was found 
the next morning, to the delight of the family. 
Which, by the way, is how the custom of hanging 
up Christmas stockings came to be. Shortly before 

Nicholas’s death, which 
occurred on December 6th, 
the date of his annual visit, 
it was learned that he was 
the individual who brought 
so much joy to so many 
families. 

Five hundred years later, 
in the 9th Century, Nicholas 
was canonized by the Roman 
Catholic Church, hence 
the name, Saint Nicholas. 
And since the celebration of 
Christmas came after the life 
of St. Nicholas, he actually 

preceded Christmas, as we know it 
today. As the story of St. Nicholas 
spread, French nuns in the 12th 
Century began making annual 
night-time visits to poor families 
with children, leaving fruit and 
nuts, which these families could 

not afford. 
The nuns made their gift-giving rounds on what 

became known as, “St. Nicholas Eve,” December 5th. 
The tradition spread throughout the Old World 
and across the ocean to the New. Many people to 
this day celebrate Christmas on December 6th. St. 
Nicholas became the Patron Saint of many countries 
including Russia, becoming a major ingredient in 
the Russian Christmas celebration. England made 
St. Nicholas, “Father Christmas.” 

Germany picked up on that title and in France, 
he became known as “Papa Noel.” As the various 
forms of Nicholas began to emerge in the secular 
world over the years, some unanticipated problems 
arose; protests which came out of...the church! 

Martin Luther pounded his pulpit proclaiming 
that the true Christmas message was being lost by 
the St. Nicholas connection. The Dutch came to 
the rescue and adopted what they believed to be a 
more religious view of Nicholas that would satisfy 
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the critics. The Dutch-German 
Protestant Reform Movement 
brought with it the idea that 
the Christ child should be the 
standard bearer for Christmas. 

The German word for Christ 
child, “Christkindl,” evolved to, 
“Kris Kringle,” yet another version 
and another irritant for Luther. 
In 1822, on the night before 
Christmas, which the world 
began to celebrate on December 
24th, Clement Moore wrote a 
poem about the gift-giver for his 
six children. That poem, “The 
Night Before Christmas,” was 
published the following year 
in the Sentinel of Troy, New 
York. Up to that time, Nicholas had 
taken various forms. He was portrayed with a black 
beard, then a white beard. He was shown dressed in 
everything including buckskin. 

Mr. Moore defined Nicholas once and for all 
and renamed him, Santa Claus. He had, no doubt, 
been influenced by the Dutch who named him, 
“Sinter (Saint) Klass (short for Nicholas) and that 
had become, “Sinterklass.” Others who spoke broken 
English, knowing that gold had been found on the 
hearth by the fireplace, started a new legend. The 
gift-giver came down the chimney and would land 
in the cinders of burning embers, so they called him, 
“Cinder Klaussen,” which would in Moore’s hands 
become, Santa Claus. Clement Moore’s poem made 
Santa famous. 

HE EVEN NAMED THE REINDEER. NOT ONLY 
did he name them, he made them fly. He might have 
taken that idea from the poet, Washington Irving, 
who wrote a book in 1809 about a Dutch Colonist’s 
dream in which St. Nick came riding over the tops of 
trees in a wagon wherein he brings yearly presents to 
the children. 

An artist named Thomas Nash, who was a 
Harper’s Weekly cartoonist, began to show what 

Santa looked like. He dressed 
him in red, which had been 
the official color of the 
priestly robes worn by St. 
Nicholas and went further by 
making Santa plump and jolly. 

To show how much of a 
church connection to Santa 
there is, Clement Moore’s 
father was the Episcopal 
Bishop of New York, and, 
Clement Moore himself was 
Professor of Theology at Union 
Theological Seminary. In 1897, 
a little girl named, Virginia 
Hanlon, had been told that 
there really was no Santa Claus. 
She was so disturbed about it 
that she wrote a letter to the 

editor of The New York Sun, whose name, by the 
way, was Francis P. Church...can’t get away from that 
connection. He responded with a story titled, “Yes 
Virginia, there really is a Santa Claus.” And the world 
breathed a sigh of relief. 

IT IS INTERESTING TO NOTE THAT THE  
clearest image of Santa came not from the church, 
or from a poet, but by, of all things, a soft drink 
company advertisement! That drawing, known as 
‘the Coca Cola Santa,’ created and drawn by Haddon 
Sundblom, made him totally definable. And the elves? 
Well, they were first seen in Ireland as Leprechauns. 
St. Nicholas has been replaced by the created, Santa, 
who does indeed delight millions of children. 

Christmas is and should be; a time of love and 
sharing with people in need . It is the one time 
in the year where we can hear songs proclaiming 
the King of Kings and Lord of Lords, with others 
heralding the birth of The Holy Child, Jesus Christ 
our Saviour coming through the loud speakers of 
the malls and shopping centres of the secular world. 
Homes are decorated with lights to proclaim Him. 
And people are a little nicer to one another at least 
once a year.  
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Rick's new keyboard

New guy at the  merch stand tonight...

Grumpy old crew U.S. tour 2019

Tonight we have a rookie 
merch guy with us...

Castro Theatre San Francisco

Playing for the VIPs at the 
Scottish Rite auditorium Collingswood, New Jersey

Meet "Brick 
Wakeman

Meet and greet at Atlanta

You donb't see 

this soruto fthing 

very often

Collingswood NJ

Meet Forest Grump...

Signing a moog back 

stage for a fan

Boston MA

Montreal lighting check

From Boston MA.

Dressing room @ the Castro

Backstage at the Paramount

Signing a moog back 

stage for a fan

Toronto
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PLEASE HELP THESE CHARITIES
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RICK IS A LONG-STANDING PATRON 
OF THESE ANIMAL CHARITIES. YOUR 
HELP AND SUPPORT WOULD ALSO 
BE GREATLY APPRECIATED

FELINE CARE
Our purpose 
built Cat Rescue 
Centre is set in 

three acres of rural and tranquil cat paradise! We offer 
all our cats a loving home with the hope of finding 
them their very own ‘forever’ home. At Feline Care we 
are not afraid to take on more difficult cases and pride 
ourselves on our therapeutic work with feral and 
nervous cats.  

The main facility comprises large communal 
living areas and is uPVC double-glazed with under 
floor heating. We also have a well equipped Intensive 
Care Unit for poorly cats and nervous cats who require 
special handling. Our Jellicle pens give feral cats a 
secure temporary home while recovering from their 
operations as part of our ‘neuter and return’ scheme.

As part of our dedication to the happiness of our 
residents we rely almost entirely on volunteers. This 
guarantees that every person working with the cats is 
here because they love them thus ensuring big purrs 
all round. We always have room for more volunteers 
so please get in touch if you have a spare morning to 
donate... cats can never have enough cuddles!

Please enjoy browsing our website and please let us 
know if you have any comments or queries.

www.felinecare.org.uk

FRIENDS OF THE ANIMALS
Was then the 
second floor flat of 
its founder, Helen 

Sinclair. For twenty seven years we have been improving 

the lives of animals from Burnley to the Isle of Wight 
and from Norfolk to Wales. Our aims are to:
n Offer a subsidised Spaying and Neutering scheme 
n To rehome animals that come into our care n To 
support 460+ animals at a Sanctuary in the Midlands 
n To give educational talks on the care of pets n To 
offer support for members of the public in the care 
of their pets n We have also: Spayed/Neutered more 
than 34,000 animals n Rehomed over 8,800 animals n 
And we provide veterinary treatment for almost 4,000 
animals every year.

www.friendsoftheanimals.co.uk

OLDHAM CATS
Oldham Cats is a UK 
registered charity dedicated 
to rescuing and re-homing 

stray, abandoned and unwanted cats and kittens. We 
have been helping cats in and around the Oldham, 
Rochdale and Middleton areas of Greater Manchester, 
since 1995 and gained our charity registration in October 
of the following year. Since 1998 we have been based at 
our rescue in Middleton. We find homes for hundreds of 
homeless and abandoned cats and kittens every year, and 
we need your help to continue to do so. We are a non-
profit, volunteer run organisation and rely on the support 
of our loyal volunteers, fundraisers and supporters.

We often get asked why we put so much work into 
rescuing and looking after cats and the only answer is… 
because we care. Our dedicated team work seven days 
a week, 365 days a year ensuring the cats and kittens 
in our care are getting the best possible attention. 
Making a donation no matter how small will help 
provide much-needed funds towards food, medicines 
and veterinary care. 

www.oldhamcats.co.uk

Continues over...
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ANIMALS ASIA
I was introduced to 
Animals Asia by Peter 
Egan back in 2011 and 

ever since then I’ve been in awe of the work Jill 
Robinson and her team do.

I can’t think of a crueller form of animal abuse 
than bear bile farming. Moon bears are confined for 
years in tiny cages, offering no moment of respite 
from excruciating pain, where they eventually die. 
Since they were cubs, they will have had crude, 
agonizing catheters in their abdomens and been kept 
in a perpetual state of hunger and dehydration to 
maximise bile production. 

The 11,200 bile bears in China and Vietnam 
must yearn for death, but Animals Asia offers them 
hope and have rescued around 600 bears to date. 
The bears are crushed in body and spirit and for the 
lucky ones that are rescued by Animals Asia, it can 
be a long road to recovery. But Jill’s team has some of 
the best and most specialised bear vets in the world 
who use their tremendous skills and compassion to 
give tireless support and love to the bears. Piece by 
piece, they put the bears back together, physically and 
psychologically, and then provide safe sanctuary to 
them for the rest of their days.

I have always been proud to support the charity 
and it’s been such a pleasure to be able to help. I 
performed a concert for them in May 2016 and was 
left gobsmacked afterwards when Jill stood up and 
told me that my wife and I, (Rachel is also involved 
with Animals Asia), were now proud adopted parents 
of a Moon Bear!

We named him Cyril and the Animals Asia team 
worked tirelessly to bring him back to health and 
slowly but surely he started to improve, even growing 

blonde hair which was unheard of for a moon bear.
Just as Rachel and I were preparing to travel 

to China to see Cyril, we received the devastating 
news that because of his initial appalling and brutal 
treatment, he now had terminal liver cancer and a 
few days later we lost our beloved bear.

Towards the end, Cyril sought comfort in fresh 
and dried banana leaves and hessian sacks. He 
constructed a gorgeous nest and would gladly accept 
as much substrate we could offer him. He stopped 
eating everything but pumpkin and all things sweet. 
He loved watermelon, sugar cane, condensed milk 
and pumpkin ice blocks. He would gladly accept the 
extra pieces of pumpkin that other bears refused. The 
team took such wonderful care of him until his end.

Cyril was buried by a small group of loving 
people from both Chengdu and Nanning. He was 
covered in a blanket of hessian sacks, dried banana 
leaves, pumpkin, condensed milk and watermelon. 
We planted a banana tree sapling there so he will 
have an endless supply of substrates to take with him. 
RIP Cyril..

www.animalsasia.org

THE 11,200 BILE BEARS IN CHINA 
AND VIETNAM MUST YEARN 
FOR DEATH, BUT ANIMALS ASIA 
OFFERS THEM HOPE

Cyril The Moon Bear
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AND FINALLY...

1 Full page 210 x 297

Launched now!Launched now!

The Burning – 
Motion picture 
soundtrack
Limited edition signed 
and numbered box set
CD1 – The soundtrack
DVD – The Burning, the movie
n 8 x replica lobby cards
n Replica Japanese press pack
n 6 x replica press pack photos
n A3 repro Japanese poster
n 10"×8" replica press photo
n  Numbered certifi cate, 

signed by Rick Wakeman

www.rwcc.com

Country Airs
The original recording, 
with two new tracks

MFGZ014CD

Beyond The Planets
With Jeff Wayne and 

Kevin Peek
MFG009CD

Songs Of Middle Earth
Music inspired by The 

Lord Of The Rings
MFGZ003CD

Myths and Legends
Double CD set. The 

expanded 2016 version
MFGZ017CD

Starmus
With Brian May and The 

English Rock Ensemble. DVD
MFGZ019DVD

Available from www.rickwakemansmusicemporium.com and all other good music retailers

Live at the Winterland 
Theatre 1975

Live in San Francisco
MFGZ015CD

The Phantom
of the Opera 
Double CD + DVD

MFGZ005CD

Piano Vibrations 
1971 album of cover versions... 

some real surprises!
MFGZ027CD

Unleashing The 
Tethered One

1975 US live recording
MFGZ046CD

Live Portraits
Recorded live at Lincoln 

Cathedral – Truly glorious!
MFGZ029

Box of Boots
Limited edition signed and 
numbered 10 disc box set
An offi cial release of some wonderful 
historic concerts. Rick has decided to 
make a stand against the bootleggers 
and supply offi cial bootlegs, which 
have been cleaned up in the studio, 
packaged beautifully and at a fraction of 
the price of the black market versions!
Contains live recordings from:
n Moscow 2001, n Vienna 1990
n Tokyo 1975 n Cropredy UK 2010
n South America 1990 n Sheffi eld 1981
n Tokyo 2008 n Edinburgh 1987
n Osaka 2014 n Fowey 2001

Two Sides of Yes
Double CD set. The very best 

of Yes, Wakeman style
MFGZ013CD

2000 A.D
1991 recording. Finally 

back in print!
MFGZ033CD

Live! On AIr
1976 live recording from 

The Hammersmith Odeon
MFGZ048CD

The Real Lisztomania
The soundtrack, as originally 
intended. With Roger Daltrey!

MFGZ028CD

Gas Tank
Double DVD set. Rick’s classic 
1982 music and chat show

MFGZ020DVD

PERSONAL MANAGEMENT: 
United Stage International, Apt. 1,  

160 New Kings Rd. London SW6 4LZ 

Brian Lane, Valerie Potter: info@unitedstage.co.uk 

MERCHANDISER:
RRAW Enterprises Ltd: Rob Ayling

RICK ONLINE:
Web: rwcc.com
YouTube: rick-wakeman.lnk.to/youtube
Twitter: @GrumpyOldRick
Facebook: @RickWakemanMusic
Instagram: @RickWakemanMusic
Store: www.musicglue.com/ 
rick-wakeman-emporium

THE GRUMPY UK TOUR: 
Stoke-on-Trent: Victoria Hall

London: Cadogan Hall

Watford: Colosseum

Birmingham: Town Hall

Harrogate: Royal Hall

Buxton: Buxton Opera House

Brighton: Theatre Royal

Poole: LIGHTHOUSE

Liverpool: Grand Central

Manchester: RNCM

Cheltenham: Town Hall

Coventry: Warwick Arts Centre

Programme layout: www.martinrobertcook.com  

Programme photography © Lee Wilkinson, except: 

Page 3: James Hole, Courtesy of Sony Music 

Entertainment, pages 9-10 Rob Ayling, ????? ???? ??????  

Cover cartoon: © 2019 Startoonz

RICK’S CHRISTMAS TURKEY...
BETTER THAN DELIA’S!
Here is a new way to prepare  
your Christmas Turkey: 

1.  Cut out aluminum foil in desired shapes
2.   Arrange the turkey in the roasting pan, 

position the foil carefully (see picture)
3.  Roast according to your own 

recipes and serve
4. Watch your guests’ faces 



A V A I L A B L E  N O W  O N  C D ,  V I N Y L  &  D I G I T A L

ALL TRAC KS PE R SONALLY C HOS E N,  AR RANG E D & PE R FOR M E D BY R IC K WAKE MAN

I NC LU DE S TH E F I R ST NOE L,  S I LE NT N IG HT,  I N TH E B LEAK M I DWI NTE R 
AN D MANY MOR E FE STIVE FAVOU R ITE S

“C H R I STMAS I S MY AB SOLUTE FAVOU R ITE TI M E OF TH E YEAR.  I  LOVE EVE RY AS PECT OF IT , 

E S PEC IALLY TRADITIONAL C H R I STMAS M U S IC AN D SONG S”  R IC K WAKE MAN

T H E  N E W  A L B U M


